
 

 

 

(ALL MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED AT THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING) 
 

   April 2, 2019 
 

The Brown County Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, April 2, 2019, at 5:15 
P.M., in the Brown County Courthouse Commissioner’s Room with members Chairman Raymond 
Small, Reagan Wiebelhaus and Dennis Bauer present.  Also present was Brown County Clerk (BCC) 
Travis Hobbs. Chairman Small acknowledged the Open Meeting Act posted near the entrance to the 
Commissioner’s Room. 

Those in attendance rose and stated the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Small moved to approve the minutes of the March 19, 2019 Commissioner meeting as written 

and officially recorded in Commissioner Book 21.  Bauer seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes.  Motion 
carried. 

Brown County Assessor (BCA) Terri Van Houten and Brown County Treasurer (BCT) Deb 
Vonheeder spoke to the board about a bill for a server update through SMPC and the possibility of 
contracting with a different company when the contract ends in August.  No action taken.   

At 5:30 Sara Twibell with Miles of Smiles program requested $2.00 per child from the Board to 
supplement the program for Brown County children.  Currently Brown County has 262 children 
participating in the program offered.   

Bauer moved to approve $2.00 per student for a total of $520.00 for one year to the Miles of 
Smiles program.  Small seconded.  Roll Call: Bauer Aye, Small Aye and Wiebelhaus Nay.  Motion 
carried.    

BCA Van Houten discussed the Safety Committee’s recommendation of purchasing AED’s for 
the County road department shops.  The Board asked the safety committee to inquire with the 
ambulance association on a cost for the machines and to consider having one in BCHS Turpin’s 
County pickup.    
Brad Arens, Waste Nutrient Management Consultant for GJW LLC, was present to request an 
emergency exemption of a condition to their special use permit, specifically #4. Manure from facility 
shall be knifed in. No broadcasting manure in any manner, including pivot application. The request 
results from the recent flooding and the status of the pits being at full capacity.   

Wiebelhaus moved to allow the exemption of special use permit condition #4 for a maximum of 
60 days or until such time the lagoon returns back to manageable levels if such date occurs before 60 
days.  Bauer seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes.  Motion carried.   

Carl Hart, Deputy Emergency Manager discussed his role with assisting Brown County 
Highway Superintendent (BCHS) Kenneth Turpin with the emergency declaration.  Carl will assist 
BCHS Turpin with documentation as needed.     

BCHS Kenneth Turpin updated the Board on the current road situation.  Turpin updated the 
Board on correspondence between himself and Paul Kieper of the Nebraska Department of 
Transportation (NDOT) stating NDOT will assist Brown County in replacement of the Sand Draw Box 
culvert.  NDOT will pay for 100% of the maintenance for the detour and 80% for the engineering and 
construction of the project and Brown County will pay 20%. 

Small moved to enter into an agreement with NDOT to replace Sand Draw Box culvert on 
Meadville Avenue with an 80/20 cost share program the 20% to be paid by the County.  Wiebelhaus 
seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes.  Motion carried.     

The Board discussed increasing the accumulative compensatory hours.   
Wiebelhaus moved to increase accrued compensatory time from 80 hours to 120 hours.  If a 

Brown County employee wishes to take more than three consecutive days of compensatory time prior 



 

 

approval from BCHS Turpin shall be obtained.  Bauer seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes. Motion 
carried. 

The Board discussed organizing and implementing a system to track volunteer labor on 
County road repairs and Chandra Giles’ offer to facilitate the tracking.  After discussion of the liability 
that would be placed upon the County and safety issues that could arise, the Board determined to 
disallow anyone not employed by the County to work on the roadways. 

The Board discussed amending the County Road Department Budget.  A public hearing will be 
held at the April 16, 2019 meeting to discuss amending the budget.   

Wiebelhaus moved to approve Resolution 2019-13 a budgeted transfer of $33,500.00 from 
Miscellaneous Fund within the General Fund to the Extension Fund within the General Fund.  Small 
seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes.     

Small moved to approve payment of the claims, the Brown County Clerk’s monthly fee report 
for the month of March in the amount of $3,027.07 and the Brown County Sheriff’s monthly fee report 
for the month of March in the amount of $481.75.  Bauer seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes.  Motion 
carried. 

Public comments were made.    
       The meeting adjourned at 7:20 P.M.  
       The next regular meeting of the Brown County Commissioners will be Tuesday, April 16, 2019 at 
5:15 P.M., Brown County Courthouse, Commissioner’s Room. 

This meeting’s public notice was published in the Ainsworth Star-Journal, aired on KBRB 
Radio, and posted at the Brown County Clerk’s office, where all agendas and minutes are kept 
current for public inspection at any time. 
 


