
 

 

 

(ALL MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED AT THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING) 
 

  May 21, 2019 
 

The Brown County Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, May 21, 2019, at 5:18 
P.M., in the Brown County Courthouse Commissioner’s Room with members Chairman Raymond 
Small, Reagan Wiebelhaus and Dennis Bauer present.  Also present were Brown County Clerk 
(BCC) Travis Hobbs and Brown County Attorney (BCAA) Andy Taylor.  Chairman Small 
acknowledged the Open Meeting Act posted near the entrance to the Commissioner’s Room. 

Those in attendance rose and stated the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Small moved to approve the minutes of the May 7, 2019 Commissioner meeting as written and 

officially recorded in Commissioner Book 21.  Bauer seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes.  Motion 
carried. 

Sheena Ferris and Tonya Hallock Aflac representatives discussed the current Aflac plans 
available to employees.   

Wiebelhaus moved to implement the Value-Added option of Accidental Death and 
Dismemberment.  Bauer seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes. Motion carried. 

BCHS Kenneth Turpin updated the Board on current road conditions. 
BCHS Kenneth Turpin presented the Board with his report on abandoning Camp Witness 

Bridge road, with his recommendation to vacate the road and bridge. 
BCAA Andy Taylor presented the Board with a Resolution setting the public hearing on Camp 

Witness Road and Bridge.   
Wiebelhaus moved to approve Resolution #2019-19 setting the public hearing date to 

November 19, 2019.  Bauer seconded.  Bauer removed his second.  Wiebelhaus removed his motion 
from the floor. 

Wiebelhaus moved to set the public hearing to November 19, 2019 at 5:30 P.M.  Bauer 
seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes.  Motion carried. 

Small moved to approve Resolution #2019-19 setting the public hearing for November 19, 
2019 at 5:30 P.M. on whether or not to abandon or vacate public road commencing at T30N, R20W in 
the NW ¼ of Section 17, the road known as Number 23 from a point at the fork or “Y” in road at Camp 
Witness for a distance of 850 feet to bridge and to include bridge structure.  Bauer seconded.  Roll 
Call: All three Ayes.  Motion carried. 

BCHS Kenneth Turpin updated the Board on the Meadville Avenue Box Culvert project and the 
detour road.   

At 6:45 P.M., Brown County Zoning Administrator (BCZA) Tom Jones discussed the availability 
of grants for updating the comprehensive plan.  After BCZA Jones’s discussion with Judy Peterson, 
he found that Brown County’s income has risen above the threshold to qualify for grants.  The Board 
advised Jones to proceed with the preliminary work on updating the comprehensive plan and that the 
County would work to budget the project in the upcoming budget year.  

Turpin discussed Bridge structure #C0009000805P, over Fairfield Creek.  The Bridge has 
washed out and is currently closed, and is the only reasonable access to the land across it.  The 
Board directed Turpin to proceed with repairing the Bridge.   

The Board discussed renewal with Blue Cross Blue Shield Insurance with a minimal increase.  
Wiebelhaus moved to approve the Subgroup Insurance Application renewal and rates and 

authorize Chairman Small to sign.  Bauer seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes.  Motion carried.   
Bauer moved to keep the current percentage on both premium and cash in lieu the same.  

Wiebelhaus seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes.  Motion carried. 



 

 

  The Board acknowledged the FSA Annual Healthcare Spending Account increase from 
$2,650.00 to $2,700.00.  The county does not incur any cost as a result of the increase.  
 The Board acknowledged the Findings & Orders from Nebraska Tax Equalization & Review 
Commission.  The summary finds that the levels of value for real property in Brown County for tax 
year 2019 meet the requirements of law.   

Small moved to adopt Resolution #2019-20 prohibiting the use of e-cigarettes and vaping in all 
vehicles and buildings owned and operated by Brown County.  Wiebelhaus seconded.  Roll Call: All 
three Ayes.  Motion carried.   

The Board discussed obtaining a credit card for the County Officials.  The Board determined 
not to obtain another credit card, but to implement a policy on the current cards to allow officials to 
use when sufficient need arises to make a purchase for their respective offices.   
 The Board tabled the appointment of board members to the Ainsworth/Brown County Care 
Center Interlocal Board until the June 4, 2019 meeting; the item was placed on the agenda. 

Small moved to approve payment of the claims.  Bauer seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes.  
Motion carried. 
       Public comments were made.    
       The meeting adjourned at 7:40 P.M.  
       The next regular meeting of the Brown County Commissioners will be Tuesday, June 4, 2019 at 
5:15 P.M., Brown County Courthouse, Commissioner’s Room. 

This meeting’s public notice was published in the Ainsworth Star-Journal, aired on KBRB 
Radio, and posted at the Brown County Clerk’s office, where all agendas and minutes are kept 
current for public inspection at any time. 
 


