
 

 

(ALL MINUTES ARE UNOFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED AT THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING) 
 

  June 4, 2019 
 

The Brown County Commissioners met in regular session on Tuesday, June 4, 2019, at 5:20 
P.M., in the Brown County Courthouse Commissioner’s Room with members Chairman Raymond 
Small, Reagan Wiebelhaus and Dennis Bauer present.  Also present were Brown County Assistant 
Clerk Lisa Chohon and Brown County Attorney (BCA) Andy Taylor.  Chairman Small acknowledged 
the Open Meeting Act posted near the entrance to the Commissioner’s Room. 

Those in attendance rose and stated the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Small moved to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2019 Commissioner meeting as written 

and officially recorded in Commissioner Book 21.  Bauer seconded.  Roll Call: All three Ayes.  Motion 
carried. 

Chandra Giles with the Brown County Extension office presented their 2019/2020 budget. The 
Commissioners acknowledged receipt of the Extension budget and will take it into consideration when 
they work on the Brown County budget.   

Eric Kamler, Community Liaison for Congressman Adrian Smith was present to give an update 
from Rep. Smith. 

BCHS Kenneth Turpin updated the Board on current road conditions. Turpin will close a 
portion of the Elsmere Road because of water covering the roadway. The area will be marked with 
signage and barricades. 

Discussion was held regarding an Agreement and Resolution between Brown County and 
Nebraska Department of Transportation, Project ER-1787(5) (Sand Draw box culvert). Wiebelhaus 
moved to approve the Resolution for signing of the Project Program Agreement – BL 1942 and 
authorize Chairman Small to sign such agreement. Bauer second. Roll Call: All three Ayes. Motion 
carried. 

Bill and Diane McNutt from Hidden Paradise were present to discuss water and a road in 
Hidden Paradise. BCHS Kenneth Turpin will investigate and get back to the McNutt’s.  

Discussion was held regarding a repair schedule on Meadville Ave. and the detour. At 8:00 AM 
on June 5, 2019, Meadville Ave will be closed one mile at a time starting at the north detour to repair 
potholes. 

No action was taken on the replacement of a lawn tractor used for cleaning courthouse 
sidewalks. The item will be placed on the June 18, 2019 agenda. 

Discussion was held regarding the hiring of an additional road department employee. 
Wiebelhaus moved to take applications for a fulltime road department employee with a starting wage 
of $15.00 per hour, or depending on experience. BCHS Kenneth Turpin will advertise the position. 

Brown County Weed Superintendent (BCWS) Scott Erthum was present to give updates and 
provide information on the Middle Niobrara Weed Awareness Group’s (MNWAG) offer to purchase 
drones that could be leased by member counties for $50 per year. The drones would be equipped 
with GPS and cameras, and BCWS Erthum would need to acquire a 3-year F License to operate the 
camera. BCWS Erthum also asked for the Commissioners to consider reimbursing him for part of his 
internet and cell phone service fees due to work-related use. Erthum reported that Douglas County 
had donated a Jackrabbit Sprayer to Brown County that will be added to his inventory, and he has 
applied for a $4,000 grant from Sandhills Weed Management for helicopter spraying in late summer. 

Doug Rau and Brad Fiala were present to discuss the levy for the rural fire department.  
Wiebelhaus moved to set the 2019-2020 Rural Fire Department at three cents a year for 3 years. 
Small second. Roll Call: All three Ayes. Motion carried. 

Discussion was held regarding the appointment of members to the Sandhills Care Center 
Board. Bauer moved to approve the Resolution appoint Raymond Small, Henry J Beel and Phil Fuchs 



 

 

to represent the County for the Brown County/Ainsworth Inter Local – Sandhills Care Center Board. 
Wiebelhaus second. Roll Call: All three Ayes. Motion carried. 

Discussion was held regarding the NIRMA & NIRMA II renewal rates. It was the consensus of 
the Board to leave our deductible at $500. 

Commissioner Dennis Bauer presented information regarding reimbursement to road 
department employees for purchase of required steel-toed boots. Bauer moved to increase the 
reimbursement to Brown County Road Department employees to 50% of the cost, up to $100 every 
18 months for their purchase of steel-toed boots. Wiebelhaus second. Roll Call: All three Ayes. 
Motion carried. 

Small moved to approve claims, and the Brown County Sheriff’s monthly fee report for May 
2019 in the amount of $498.89. Wiebelhaus second. Roll Call: All three Ayes. Motion carried. 
       Public comments were made.    
       The meeting adjourned at 7:40 P.M.  
       The next regular meeting of the Brown County Commissioners will be Tuesday, June 18, 2019 at 
5:15 P.M., Brown County Courthouse, Commissioner’s Room. 

This meeting’s public notice was published in the Ainsworth Star-Journal, aired on KBRB 
Radio, and posted at the Brown County Clerk’s office, where all agendas and minutes are kept 
current for public inspection at any time. 
 


